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understand difficult vocabulary words, prompt students to ask and
answer questions, and encourage students to ask for help when
they need it. You may also have a chance to work with or screen
students that have referrals for evaluation and/or services.

Spearhead a Long-Term Project — Initiating and implementing a

long-term language/communication project in the classroom fosters

a language-rich setting. Projects can include daily reading and

discussion of articles in current newspapers/magazines, helping

students write and produce plays, or working with students to find

and correspond with pen pals from another school. These types

of projects give SLPs the opportunity to work with target students

individually on their assignments and still allow the students’

partficipation in large group and classroom activities. Group

activities target students that need to develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
With these types of activities, students also have the chance to interact with their
peers which encourages and reinforces the use of appropriate social skills. Assigning
a “buddy” — a higher functioning student — helps students learn from their peers and
increases motivation.

Help Develop Materials — Work with the classroom teacher to develop new materials
and/or modify existing materials fo adapt classroom instruction for students with speech
and language needs. Adding therapy materials to the classroom further assists students
to progress toward reaching their goals. For example, you can add pictures to the daily
classroom schedule or suggest children’s literature that contains targeted speech and
language structures. Another idea is to modify classroom handouts/study guides to help
students manage lengthy assignments more easily.

The caseloads of SLPs and classroom teachers are overwhelming. A collaborative
effort between the two can ease the workload, lighten the stress, and help meet the goals of
all students. The role of the SLP in the schools is constantly changing. Caseloads are becoming
larger and expectations for students are increasing as well. Collaborating with classroom
teachers creates an opportunity to know your students better and gives you the ability to
monitor their work so that obtaining their goals is more manageable.
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